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HIGHLIGHTS 
June 22 - 28, 1997 


early ideal growing conditions dominated areas from the 

northern Plains to the Ohio Valley, as favorable soil 
moisture accompanied beneficial warmth (weekly temperatures 
2 to 6°F above normal). Much-needed significant rainfall eased 
short-term dryness across the northern Plains and upper 
Midwest, while ample sunshine and only scattered showers 
permitted soils to dry in the eastern Corn Belt and Ohio 
Valley. Frequent rains continued, however, across the 
Southeast, perpetuating a 6-week trend, while occasional 
thunderstorms caused some winter wheat harvest delays on the 
central and southern Plains. Cool weather (temperatures up 
to 6°F below normal), accompanied by some rain, prevailed in 
Texas and the Northwest. 








(Continued on page 3) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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CROP MOISTURE: 


DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UPTO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 





USES. APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


UMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW 





THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 





NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ sased on pretiminary reports 


CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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(index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 


6 

3 

SHADED AREAS UNSHADED AREAS: 

INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE INDEX DECREASED 

ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

TOO WET; SOME STANDING WATER 

SOME FIELDS TOO WET; PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 

MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 

PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 

SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY 

DRYNESS EASED BUT FIELDS STILL EXCESSIVELY DRY 

SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 

NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY 


> 
o 

o 

HH a HH HHE 
2ssosaosoom 


SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW 
ABNORMALLY DRY; PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
EXCESSIVELY DRY; YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
EXTREMELY DRY; MOST CROPS RUINED 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


MONMHOOrN 
tee NRwwW 
bone 


o 
= 














July 1, 1997 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





(Continued from front cover) 

Early in the week, cool air invaded the 
Northwest. On Sunday, lows of 32°F in 
Redmond, OR and 37°F in Yakima, WA 
were among a half-dozen daily-record 
lows. Two days later, Pocatello, ID 
recorded 33°F. Meanwhile, torrential 
rainfall ended in southeastern Wisconsin 
(9.78 inches on June 20-21 in Brown 
Deer) and central Texas (18.00 inches in 
24 hours on June 21-22 west of Austin). 
Record flooding ensued on _ the 
Menomonee River at Wauwatosa, WI 
(2.7 feet above the April 21, 1973, high- 
water mark), and on the Llano River at 
Llano, TX (6.0 feet above the September 
10, 1952, record). 


Heat overspread the Great Lakes States 
and Midwest on Tuesday, producing a 
handful of daily-record highs. Alpena, MI 
recorded 97°F. A day later, heat peaked 
along the East Coast as highs soared to 
100°F at Washington National Airport, 
VA and 98°F in Harrisburg, PA. Late in 
the week, locally heavy thunderstorms 
tempered the heat across the East and 
Southeast, boosting weekly rainfall above 
3 inches in locations such as Meridian, 
MS and Charleston, SC. Charleston 
collected a daily-record rainfall of 3.02 
inches on Saturday, and Asheville, NC 
received a 24-hour, June-record total of 
4.36 inches on June 26-27. 


Earlier in the week, rainfall topped 2 
inches in many areas from northern 
Oklahoma to eastern North Dakota, 
Minnesota, and northwestern Wiscon- 
sin. In Lincoln, NE, weekly rainfall of 
3.45 inches accounted for nearly 30 
percent of their year-to-date total. Along 
the North Dakota-Minnesota border, 
June rainfall in the Red River Valley 
improved to 4.85 inches (184 percent of 
normal) in Fargo and 2.92 inches (110 
percent of normal) in Grand Forks. 
Farther west, however, June rainfall 
through the 28th stood at only 0.41 inches 
(19 percent of normal) in Williston, ND 
and 0.72 inches (37 percent of normal) in 
Glasgow, MT. 


Very warm weather cloaked Alaska (1 to 
10°F above normal) and Hawaii (1 to 2°F 
above normal) during the week. On 
Thursday, a high of 88°F in Valdez, AK 
was their highest ever in June (formerly 
87°F in 1953). In Juneau, AK, a maxi- 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
JUN 22 - 28, 1997 
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mum of 82°F on Sunday was their highest reading since June 20, 1991 (84°F). On the east 
slopes of Hawaii's Big Island, heavy rain fell in addition to the warmth. Hilo received 
10.32 inches, boosting their June rainfall above 20 inches (355 percent of normal). 
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Total Growing Degree Days 
April 1 - June 28, 1997 


31 
orf?’ 785 





Corn 
Computed to 50 degree F base with daily 
maximum temperature limited to 86 
degrees F or less and daily minimum to NOAA/JUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
50 degrees F or more. Based on preliminary data 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
Based on preliminary data 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending June 28, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending June 28, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending June 28, 1997 
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Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary _ 





June 23 - 29, 1997 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Welcomed heat and sunshine in the Corn Belt 
helped crops grow rapidly. Heavy rains in the 
southern Plains kept combines out of winter wheat 
fields. In central Texas, early-week tropical-like 
storms brought heavy rain, caused localized 
flooding, and kept temperatures at below-normal 
levels. The heavy rains moved eastward by 


midweek and limited fieldwork in the Gulf Coast 
States. Widespread showers in North Dakota 
moderately replenished topsoil moisture supplies 
and helped improve crop conditions. Farmers 
evaluated damage to fields as flood waters 
receded along rivers and streams in Idaho and 
Montana. 





Winter wheat: Winter wheat harvest advanced to 24 percent 
(%) complete, behind both the 38% harvested at this time last 
year and the 5-year average of 35%. Harvest in Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas was behind the normal pace as rain and 
wet fields kept combines out. In Arkansas, harvest progressed 
rapidly but lagged behind the normal pace. Winter wheat 
harvest was also behind normal in the Corn Belt due to slow 
crop development as a result of cool, wet weather earlier in the 
spring. Winter wheat acreage remained mostly good. In 
Colorado and Montana, condition declined due to lack of 
moisture. 


Corn: Three percent of the national corn acreage was silking, 
compared with 4% for both 1996 and the average. Progress 
was behind normal in the five States that reported acreage 
silking. Above-normal temperatures in the eastern half of the 
country generally improved corn condition in the 17 major 
corn-producing States. Widespread rains and high-heat units 
in Iowa and Wisconsin helped corn development considerably. 
Fields in Kentucky showed significant improvement due to the 
warmer, drier weather. 


Soybeans: Soybean planting neared an end as 95% of the 
crop was in the ground nationwide. This compared with 93% 
planted in 1996 and the average of 94%. Farmers planted 
double-crop soybeans immediately following winter wheat 
harvest. Kentucky and Tennessee farmers made some progress, 
but soybean planting remained well behind the normal pace. 
Three percent of the nation’s soybeans was blooming, equal to 
last year, but slightly behind the 5-year average. Louisiana and 
Mississippi were the only States to report blooming progress 
ahead of the normal pace. The soybean acreage remained 
mostly good as hot, sunny weather, combined with ample soil 
moisture, helped soybeans to grow rapidly in the Corn Belt. 


Cotton: For the Nation, cotton squaring neared the halfway 
point, but was behind both 65% last year and the average of 
56%. Squaring was generally ahead of normal in the 
Southwest, but behind normal in the Southeast. Eight percent 


of the crop was setting bolls, compared with 14% in 1996 and 
the average of 12%. The cotton acreage was rated mostly good 
to fair. Some Louisiana cotton was severely stunted by 
excessive soil moisture. Cotton fields in the Texas plains 
benefited from early-week rains. However, isolated heavy 
precipitation along with high winds caused damage to young 
plants and some replanting was necessary. Fields were 
catching up to normal progress in many fields along the Texas 
upper coast. 


Rice: Rice in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas was just 
beginning to head. Three percent of the nation’s acreage was 
headed, behind 8% for both last year and the average. None of 
the rice acreage in Arkansas and California was headed by 
week’s end. Growers in Arkansas fertilized, flooded, and 
applied herbicide to rice fields. Outbreaks of rice blast disease 
were found in some Glenn County, California fields, but the 
extent and severity of damage were unknown. The rice acreage 
was rated as mostly good. Rice growers in Louisiana took 
measures to control sheath blight. 


Other Small Grains: Spring wheat heading reached 25% 
complete, ahead of 18% last year but behind the average of 
31%. Fields in Minnesota and South Dakota headed well 
behind the normal pace. Spring wheat condition improved in 
Montana but declined elsewhere. The barley acreage reached 
26% headed, compared with 18% in 1996 and the average of 
35%. Like spring wheat, barley heading was well behind 
normal in Minnesota. The barley acreage remained mostly 
good. The oat crop was 51% headed, ahead of both 41% in 
1996 and the average of 50%. Overall, oats were rated mostly 
good to fair. 


Other Crops: Sorghum planting was nearly complete as 97% 
of the crop was in the ground. This was ahead of 96% planted 
at this time last year and the average of 94%. Sorghum was 
rated mostly good. Peanuts pegging reached 24% complete, 
behind 37% in 1996 and the average of 38%. The peanut crop 
rated mostly good. 
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Week Ending . june 29, 1997 
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These 6 States produced 82% of 
the 1996 bariey crop. 
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These 5 States canal 96% of 
the 1996 rice crop. 








NE 88 








ND 10 





OH 71 


Spring Wheat Percent Headed Soybeans Crop Condition by 








PA 65 





SD a3 12 














a 
Ai 








These 9 States produced 56% of 
the 1996 oat crop. 
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Week Ending June 29, 1997 


Corn Crop Condition by Sorghum Crop Condition by Barley Crop Condition by 
Percent Percent Percent 


Rice Crop Condition by Percent 


Prev Yr NA NA NA NA NA 


Oats Crop Condition by 
Percent 
Prev Yr 7. Jae eee 


Prev Yr 18 59 
Cotton Crop Condition by 


Percent Spring Wheat Crop Condition 


11 
Prev Yr 5 26 59 9 


Peanuts Crop Condition by Prev Yr 
Percent 
VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 
F - Fair 
G - Good 
EX - Excellent 


National crop conditions for 
selected States are weighted based 
on 1996 planted acres. 
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State Agricultural Summaries — 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda. gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.8. Topsoil 44% adequate, 
56% surplus. Corn silked 53%, 61% 1996, 60% avg.; 4% poor, 23% 
fair, 63% good, 10% excellent. Wheat harvested 67%, 85% 1996, 83% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 23% poor, 40% fair, 30% good, 6% excellent. 
Livestock 2% poor, 5% fair, 75% good, 18% excellent. Wet conditions 
limited fieldwork in many areas. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for haying 7. Topsoil 45% short, 55% 
adequate. Subsoil 50% short, 50% adequate. Crop growth 15% slow, 
55% moderate, 30% rapid. First cut hay 30% complete, compared to 
<5% in 1996. Small grain height 14 inches, 4 inches taller than 1996. 
Barley 20% fair, 80% good. Commercial potato height 5 inches, equal 
to 1996 growth. Hay 25% poor, 55% fair, 15% good, 5% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Temperatures remained slightly below normal in most 
areas. Small grains 94% harvested, 96% 1996, 93% avg. Alfalfa 
harvest activity 6% light, 21% moderate, 55% active, 18% not being 
harvested; 1% poor, 6% fair, 48% good, 45% excellent. Both central, 
western growers continued to cut, ship cantaloupe, watermelon, 
honeydew, speciality melons. Central area growers also harvesting 
sweet com, carrots. Potato harvest complete. Dry onion harvest active 
in eastern fields. A light supply of Valencia oranges, grapefruit were 
being shipped as the season neared completion. Grapes harvested in 
the western, central areas. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Temperatures were 
slightly above normal. Rains began around mid-week. Soil moisture 
1% very short, 34% short, 59% adequate, 6% surplus. Main farming 
activities: Harvest of hay, soybean planting, rice fertilizing, flooding, 
herbicide application, wheat harvest. Other farm activity included: Cotton 
fertilization, weed/insecticide control, soybean weed control, peach, 
blueberry, blackberry harvest, bermuda grass sprigging, corn irrigation, 
tomato harvest. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under seasonable 
weather conditions in most areas. Grain harvests of wheat, barley, oats 
were winding down in the San Joaquin, Sacramento, desert valleys. 
Small grain stubble was baled for straw or burned where conditions 
permitted. Late plantings of second crop corn, dry edible beans were 
ongoing. Rice was treated for broadleaf weeds, grasses, lygus in the 
Sacramento, San Joaquin Valleys. Outbreaks of rice blast disease were 
found in some Glenn County fields. The extent, severity were unknown 
at week’s end. Cotton showed good growth, development in most 
areas, although some fields had inconsistent plant heights. Growers 
were actively irrigating, spraying for aphids, lygus, mites. Safflower was 
in full bloom in the Sacramento Valley, treatments for lygus, weeds 
continued. Blackeye beans were cultivated, treated for worms. Corn 
was fertilized, sprayed for weeds, worms. Sunflowers were blooming in 
the Sacramento Valley. Seed alfalfa was setting seed in Fresno County. 
Alfalfa, clover hay were treated for lygus, leafhoppers. Alfalfa, 
sudangrass were cut for hay or green chopped. Harvest of peaches, 
plums, nectarines continued. Some almonds in the southern San 
Joaquin Valley were treated for mite infestations. Table grape 
harvesting continued in Fresno County. Apples, pears, plums, walnuts 
were treated for codling moth. Lemons, Valencia oranges were 
harvested. Ruby red variety grapefruit were harvested. Olives were 
sizing well. Broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce harvests progressed well along 
the central coast. Bell pepper harvesting continued in Merced County, 
the desert valleys. Bell peppers and tomatoes were treated to control 
worms, mildew, aphids. Garlic continued to be harvested in the central 
coast area. Processing garlic, fresh market onions were treated for 
thrips, mites. Sweet corn harvest was in full swing in Tulare County. 
Cantaloupe, honeydew, watermelons were harvested in the Imperial, 
San Joaquin valleys. Carrot, potato harvests progressed in Kern 





County. Onions were harvested in Kern, San Joaquin counties. Sweet 
potatoes were harvested in Merced County. Pastures, rangeland in the 
northern counties remained in good condition. Plenty of feed, water was 
available, although foothill ranges were drying rapidly. In the central 
portion of the State, grazing conditions continued to decline. Lower 
elevation rangeland, native pasture were in poor condition, with 
supplemental feeding necessary. Vegetation was maturing at higher 
elevations. Southern ranges, pastures were very dry, with supplemental 
feeding necessary in non-irrigated areas. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 7% very short, 
23% short, 67% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 27% 
short, 62% adequate, 4% surplus. Spring barley 83% headed, 93% 
1996, 52% avg.; 21% turning color, 45% 1996, 14% avg.; 4% poor, 
14% fair, 63% good, 19% excellent. Oats 68% headed, 63% 1996, 51% 
avg.; 22% turning color, 16% 1996, 7% avg.; 4% very poor, 2% poor, 
20% fair, 69% good, 5% excellent. Spring wheat 65% headed, 57% 
1996, 47% avg.; 3% turning color, 32% 1996, 6% avg.; 2% poor, 20% 
fair, 57% good, 21% excellent. Sorghum 86% emerged, 88% 1996, 
80% avg.; 1% poor, 10% fair, 74% good, 15% excellent. Summer 
potatoes 4% poor, 13% fair, 79% good, 4% excellent. Dry onion 1% 
very poor, 1% poor, 11% fair, 79% good, 8% excellent. Sugar beets 
88% thinned, 98% 1996, 87% avg.; 4% poor, 21% fair, 66% good, 9% 
excellent. Fall potatoes 100% emerged, 100% 1996, 97% avg. Dry 
beans 99% planted, 100% 1996, 90% avg.; 91% emerged, 96% 1996, 
77% avg. Alfalfa 80% 1st cutting, 81% 1996, 73% avg.; 5% 2nd 
Cutting, 13% 1996, 6% avg.; 1% very poor, 6% poor, 16% fair, 58% 
good, 19% excellent. Winter wheat 65% turning color, 75% 1996, 79% 
avg.; 7% ripe, 12% 1996, 20% avg. Livestock good to fair. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 1% very short, 
33% short, 63% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 14% short, 83% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Winter wheat 3% poor, 20% fair, 68% good, 9% 
excellent; 95% turned, 88% 1996, 97% avg.; 8% harvested, 34% 
1996,21% avg. Barley 5% poor, 16% fair, 61% good, 18% excellent; 
88% harvested, 92% 1996, 86% avg. Corn 1% poor, 17% fair, 72% 
good, 10% excellent. Soybeans 3% poor, 12% fair, 82% good, 3% 
excellent. Sorghum 74% planted, 66% 1996, 92% avg. Tomatoes 84% 
planted, 91% 1996, 98% avg. Cucumbers 56% planted, 70% 1996, 
82% avg.; 4% harvested, 9% 1996, 5% avg. Snap beans 51% planted, 
44% 1996, 80% avg. Sweet corn 87% planted, 97% 1996, 98% avg. 
Lima beans 49% planted, 38% 1996, 59% avg. Green peas 71% 
harvested, 84% 1996, 80% avg. Strawberries 93% harvested, 95% 
1996, 99% avg. Apples 2% fair, 91% good, 7% excellent. Peaches 4% 
fair, 95% good, 1% excellent. Hay supplies 13% short, 87% adequate. 
Clover, other hays 56% 2nd cutting harvested, 16% 1996, 19% avg. 
Alfalfa 65% 2nd cutting harvested, 24% 1996, 38% avg. Activities: 
Strawberry harvest winding down, some sweet corn picked. Small 
grain, hay harvest very active. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil was adequate to surplus throughout the State, with 
scattered areas of short moisture. Peanuts were 52% pegged. 
Soybean planting was winding down. Sugarcane growth was normal. 
Tobacco harvest was active. Dry weather was needed to control weeds. 
Rain was delaying haying in some areas. Peanuts were poor 1%, fair 
22%, good 60%, and excellent 17%. Northern producers continued to 
market mostly tomatoes and sweet corn. Okra and black-eyed peas 
harvests were active in Dade County. Vegetables were being picked for 
local sales, and U-Pic market continued in many southern Peninsula 
areas. Major vegetables being shipped: Watermelons, tomatoes, sweet 
corn, eggplant, and peppers. Well-cared-for citrus groves were in very 
good condition, and minimum care groves were showing stress, with 
lots of new foliage. New crop fruit was progressing well. Valencia 
harvest was slowing, with very few supplies remaining. Grapefruit 
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movement very slow as packers and processors were about finished for 
the season. Caretakers were cutting cover crops, spraying, herbiciding, 
fertilizing, removing dead trees, and still actively replanting. Pasture 
feed was fair 10%, good 85%, and excellent 5%. Condition of cattle 
herds was fair 10%, good 85%, and excellent 5%. Pastures and cattle 
were generally in good condition throughout the State. Pastures were 
better due to recent rains, except in the southeast where lack of rain and 
high temperatures were drying out pastures. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 12% short, 68% adequate, 17% surplus. Corn 42% dough, 37% 
1996, 52% avg.; 11% dent, 7% 1996, 18% avg. Peanuts 73% 
blooming, 89% 1996, 85% avg. Sorghum 2% poor, 16% fair, 80% good, 
2% excellent; 81% planted, 93% 1996, 92% avg. Tobacco 6% poor, 
38% fair, 52% good, 4% excellent; 14% harvested, 10% 1996, 10% avg. 
Watermelons 2% very poor, 17% poor, 30% fair, 45% good, 6% 
excellent; 30% harvested, 33% 1996, 32% avg. Apples 4% poor, 75% 
fair, 15% good, 6% excellent. Peaches 15% fair, 78% good, 7% 
excellent; 67% harvested, 66% 1996, 66% avg. Pecans 5% poor, 29% 
fair, 59% good, 7% excellent. Activities: Fieldwork was very active, 
scattered showers caused some delays. Warmer temperatures pushed 
crop development. Most row crop development later than normal. 
Wheat harvest complete some areas. Corn generally good but rust on 
early varieties some parts of central areas. Weed control in cotton, 
peanuts active, some aerial spraying in wetter areas on cotton. Tobacco 
harvest continued rapid pace. Hay baling active as the weather 
permitted. Other activities include soybean planting, irrigating in dry 
areas, harvesting melons, vegetables, fruits. 





HAWAII: Variable weather. Favorable conditions through midweek. 
Strong trade result in heavy showers for windward areas. Farming, crop 
growth hampered by added rain, gusty winds. Overall conditions fair to 
good. Papaya production light, increase in some areas. Watermelon in 
good condition with heavy production expected for Fourth of July 
weekend. Sweet corn steady, heavy. Continued slow market some 
areas. Head cabbage market improved, harvesting up. Ginger root 
harvesting hampered by wet weather. 





IDAHO: Flood waters have started to recede, farmers are assessing 
damages. Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 9% surplus, 83% 
adequate, 8% short. Spring wheat jointed 97%, booted 83%. Barley 
jointed 93%, booted 77%. Winter wheat booted 100%; headed 90%; 
92% 1996; 84% avg. Potatoes emerged 97%, 96% 1996, 96% avg.; 12 
inches high 60%, 47% 1996, 45% avg. Potato 30% excellent, 59% 
good, 11% Fair. Alfalfa harvested (1st cutting) 76%, 73% 1996, 78% 
avg.; 2nd cutting 3%, 2% 1996, 3% avg. Dry beans planted 100%, 99% 
1996, 98% avg.; emerged 100%, 91% 1996, 90% avg. Cherries 
harvested 60%, 10% 1996, 39% avg. Irrigation water supply 69% 
excellent, 31% good. Activities: Assessing flood damage, weed control, 
irrigating. 


ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 2% very short, 
17% short, 62% adequate, 19% surplus. Wheat harvest began in 
limited areas last week. Double crop soybeans were being planted as 
soon as the wheat was harvested. A few water logged areas in the 
southeast were unable to make any progress last week as more heavy 
rain fell. Welcome heat, sunshine across the State last week pushed 
crop growth along, aided in hay harvesting. Some areas in the central 
district that were being missed by rains were beginning to dry to the 
point that crops were being stressed. Farmers were spraying 
herbicides, when the winds wouid allow it last week, scouting fields for 
signs of corn borer. Other activities last week included cultivating corn, 
soybeans, mowing grass waterways, preparing combines for wheat 
harvest. Corn height 34 in., 25 in. 1996, 29 in. avg. Wheat turning 
yellow 92%, 86% 1996, 96% avg.; ripe 50%, 54% 1996, 65% avg. Oats 
headed 86%, 65% 1996, 83% avg.; filled 41%, 27% 1996, 47% avg.; 
turning yellow 3%, 4% 1996, 14% avg.; ripe less than 1% 0% 1996, 2% 
avg. Oats 1% poor, 16% fair, 70% good, 13% excellent. Alfalfa hay 1st 
cutting 97%, 83% 1996, 95% avg.; 2nd cutting 13%, 8% 1996 18% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 10% excellent. Red 
clover hay cutting 80%, 75% 1996, 86% avg.; 2% very poor, 4% poor, 
24% fair, 61% good, 9% excellent. 











INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 2% short, 74% 
adequate, 24% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 73% adequate, 26% surplus. 
Hot, sunny conditions combined with ample soil moisture have corn, 
soybeans growing rapidly. Range, pasture feed 1% very poor, 3% poor, 
22% fair, 65% good, 9% excellent. First cutting of alfalfa 80% complete. 
Transplanting of tobacco 55% complete. Activities: Soybean planting, 
replanting, corn replanting, cutting hay, applying herbicide, applying 
nitrogen to corn, cultivating corn, soybeans, harvesting wheat, caring for 
livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil short 8%, adequate 
83%, surplus 9%. Subsoil short 8%, adequate 84%, surplus 8%. An 
excellent growth week, as widespread rains, high heat units helped crop 
development. Small areas were affected by high winds and hail. eo 
borers, leafhoppers are being reported in areas, some soybeans ar 
experiencing herbicide injury. Alfalfa hay 1st harvest 94%, 75% 1996, 
83% avg. Clover hay 1st harvest 69%, 33% 1996, 58% avg. Corn 
Cultivated 1st time 76%, 53% 1996, 61% avg. Oats headed 87%, 71% 
1996, 77% avg. Height of tallest corn is 39" while average height is 29". 
Winter wheat harvested 1%, 22% 1996, 11% avg. All crop conditions 
improved from last week. Corn 3% poor, 17% fair, 60% good, 20% 
excellent. Soybean 1% very poor, 4% poor, 24% fair, 56% good, 15% 
excellent. Hay 2% very poor, 11% poor, 35% fair, 45% good, 7% 
excellent. Oats 1% very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 56% good, 12% 
excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 34% fair, 45% good, 
9% excellent. Winter wheat 2% very poor, 6% poor, 23% fair, 59% 
good, 10% excellent. Livestock good. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 1% very short, 15% 
short, 66% adequate, 18% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 13% short, 
77% adequate, 9% surplus. Wheat turning 100%, 100% 1996, 99% 
avg.; ripe 55%, 70% 1996, 72% avg. Harvest slowed by rains. 
Sorghum 2% poor, 13% fair, 68% good, 16% excellent. Some sorghum, 
corn fields damaged by hail. Soybean 1% poor, 15% fair, 68% good, 
16% excellent. Soybeans blooming 8%, 3% 1996, 13% avg. Sunflowers 
3% poor, 20% fair, 68% good, 9% excellent. Sunfiowers planted 90%, 
no historic data available. Second cut alfalfa 35%, 33% 1996, 34% avg. 
Pasture feed 4% poor, 16% fair, 65% good, 15% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 1% very short, 3% short, 88% adequate, 8% surplus. Major 
field activities included: Planting fall crops, cutting hay, harvesting 
wheat. Livestock reported as gaining well. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 1% very short, 
2% short, 67% adequate, 30% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 1% 
short, 66% adequate, 32% surplus. Heavy activity in the field due to dry 
weather conditions. Burley tobacco set 84%. Dark tobacco 83% set. 
Set tobacco 3% very poor, 14% poor, 45% fair, 33% good, 5% 
excellent. A few reports of blue mold. Corn 3% very poor, 12% poor, 
37% fair, 39% good, 9% excellent. Some reports of having to re-plant 
corn. Soybeans 1% very poor, 6% poor, 35% fair, 52% good, 6% 
excellent. Winter wheat harvested 26%, 54% 1996, 63% avg. Wheat 
1% very poor, 6% poor, 31% fair, 48% good, 14% excellent. Pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 6% poor, 23% fair, 52% good, 18% excellent. A lot 
of hay being harvested this week. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 6% short, 
60% adequate, 34% surplus. Corn 1% poor, 9% fair, 78% good, 12% 
excellent, 92% silked, 99% 1996, 94% avg.; 40% dough, 72% 1996, 
63% avg.; 0% mature, 3% 1996, 5% avg. Some cotton was severely 
stunted due to excessive soil moisture. Hay 88% 1st cutting, 87% 
1996, 87% avg. Hay harvest resumed with farmers cutting, baling 
between rains. Peaches 1% poor, 36% fair, 63% good; 62% harvested, 
47% 1996, 47% avg. Rice producers took measures to combat sheath 
blight. Sorghum 100% emerged, 100% 1996, 98% avg.; 13% headed, 
23% 1996, 27% avg. Soybeans 88% emerged, 96% 1996, 91% avg. 
Condition of newly planted soybean fields continued to deteriorate due 
to wet conditions. Sugarcane 3% poor, 23% fair, 53% good, 21% 
excellent. Sugarcane growers began insect control activities. Sweet 
potatoes 80% planted, 85% 1996, 80% avg. Wheat 96% harvested, 
100% 1996, 98% avg. Livestock 3% poor, 28% fair, 63% good, 6% 
excellent. Vegetables 2% very poor, 13% poor, 36% fair, 44% good, 5% 
excellent. Vegetable producers were harvesting tomatoes, eggplants. 








July 1, 1997 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 15 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 11% very short, 
36% short, 51% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 8% very short, 39% 
short, 51% adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 17% fair, 43% good, 35% excellent; 8% harvested, 30% 1996, 
20% avg. Rye 18% fair, 60% good, 22% excellent; 25% harvested, 
31% 1996, 27% avg. Barley 2% very poor, 2% poor, 17% fair, 45% 
good, 34% excellent; 84% harvested, 59% 1996, 71% avg. Field corn 
3% very poor, 10% poor, 30% fair, 40% good, 17% excellent. Soybeans 
2% very poor, 6% poor, 26% poor, 42% good, 24% excellent; 70% 
planted, 68% 1996, 75% avg. Sorghum 94% planted, 74% 1996, 91% 
avg. Apples 2% very poor, 3% poor, 26% fair, 53% good, 16% 
excellent. Peaches 37% very poor, 6% poor, 13% fair, 40% good, 4% 
excellent. Cucumbers 90% planted, 92% 1996, 92% avg. Tobacco 
15% fair, 80% good, 5% excellent. Green pea harvest winding down. 
Strawberries 75% harvested, 91% 1996, 95% avg. Hay supplies 6% 
very short, 5% short, 87% adequate, 2% surplus. Alfalfa hay 27% 2nd 
cutting, 31% 1996, 34% avg. Clover and other hays 6% 2nd cutting, 
6% 1996, 11% avg. Activities: Harvesting of small grains, planting 
second crop soybeans, cutting hay. 


MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 2% very short, 
18% short, 75% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 9% 
short, 86% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn height 15 in., 12 in. 1996. Dry 
beans emerged 90% 1997. All hay ist cutting harvested 80% 1997, 
60% 1996, 73% avg. All hay crop 5% very poor, 13% poor, 45% fair, 
30% good, 7% excellent. Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 17% poor, 
38% fair, 32% good, 8% excellent. Asparagus harvested 99% 1997, 
99% 1996, 100% avg. Strawberries planted 24%, 63% 1996, 59% avg. 








MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil 14% very 
short, 28% short, 50% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 81% cultivated, 
64% 1996, 66% avg.; 23 in. height, 20 in. 1996, 24 in. avg. Soybeans 
42% Cultivated, 32% 1996, 43% avg.; 8 in. height, 7 in. 1996, 8 in. avg. 
Spring wheat 68% jointed, 63% 1996, 87% avg.; 18% headed, 29% 
1996, 46% avg. Oats 90% jointed, 87% 1996, 92% avg.; 53% 
headed, 46% 1996, 60% avg. Barley 69% jointed, 66% 1996, 88% 
avg.; 14% headed, 24% 1996, 48% avg. Alfalfa 90% ist cutting , 88% 
1996, 86% avg. Pasture feed 12% very poor, 23% poor, 38% fair, 
26% good, 1% excellent. Spring wheat 2% very poor, 6% poor, 40% 
fair, 44% good, 8% excellent. Barley 2% very poor, 8% poor, 39% fair, 
42% good, 9% excellent. Corn 2% very poor,8% poor, 33% fair, 46% 
good, 11% excellent. Oats 5% very poor, 16% poor, 33% fair, 40% 
good, 6% excellent. Sugar beets 0% very poor, 7% poor, 34% fair, 
45% good, 14% excellent. Soybeans 4% very poor, 12% poor, 35% 
fair, 42% good, 7% excellent. 


MISSISSIPPI Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Soil moisture 1% short, 
39% adequate, 60% surplus. Corn 54% silked, 81% 1996, 70% avg.; 
20% dough, 25% 1996, 27% avg.; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 22% fair, 
56% good, 13% excellent. Soybeans 89% planted, 99% 1996, 92% 
avg.; 80% emerged, 98% 1996, 88% avg.; 18% blooming, 43% 1996, 
17% avg.; 1% very poor, 7% poor, 22% fair, 52% good, 18% excellent. 
Wheat 99% mature, 100% 1996,100% avg.; 70% harvested, $9% 1996, 
89% avg.; 2% very poor, 9% poor, 39% fair, 42% good, 8% excellent. 
Peaches 43% harvested, 52% 1996, 47% avg.; 2% poor, 27% fair, 50% 
good, 21% excellent. Peanuts 15% pegging, N/A 1996, N/A avg.; 2% 
fair, 84% good, 14% excellent. Sweet potatoes 36% planted, 78% 1996, 
85% avg.; 1% poor, 2% fair, 97% good. Hay 99% harvested (cool 
season),100% 1996, N/A avg.; (warm season), 35% harvested, 45% 
1996, N/A avg.; 2% very poor, 9% poor, 38 fair, 41% good, 10% 
excellent. Watermeions 99% planted, 100% 1996, 100% avg.; 3% very 
poor, 12% poor, 33% fair, 43% good, 9% excellent. Blueberries 5% 
poor, 21% fair, 55% good, 19% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 2% poor, 
20% fair, 60% good, 17% excellent. Pasture feed 4% poor, 21% fair, 
54% good, 21% ecelient. Main activities: Replanting soubeans, weed, 
insect control as well as tillage where weather permited. 








MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3, ranging from about 5.6 
days in the southwest, south central to about 3.6 days in north central, 
southeast. Topsoil 1% very short, 13% short, 74% adequate, 12% 
surplus. Surplus 22% or more reported in the east central, southeastern 
districts. Bean planting most advanced in the northwest, north central, 
west central, central districts at 99% or more planted, least advanced 





southeast at 90%. Sorghum planting in nearly all areas is virtually 
complete with the northeastern district least advanced at 94%. Wheat 
coloring is 100% across the entire State. Oats harvested 2%, 11% 
1996, 8% avg. First crop alfalfa 95%, 92% 1996, 94% avg. Second crop 
alfalfa 21%, 22% 1996, 23% avg. Other hay 61%,62% 1996, 66% avg. 


Pastures feed 1% very poor, 9% poor, 31% fair, 52% good, 7% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 11% very short, 
33% short, 54% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 36% 
short, 55% adequate, 2% surplus. Many areas in the eastern part of 
the State are still very short on rain. The rest of the State generally 
looks good. Rains slowed down hay harvest last week. Oats boot 77%, 
44% 1996, 63% avg.; headed 32%, 8% 1996, 21% avg.; 5% very poor, 
16% poor, 39% fair, 33% good, 7% excellent. Alfalfa hay ist cutting 
32% complete, 27% 1996, 34% avg.; other hay 1st cutting 25% 
complete, 18% 1996, 22% avg. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Subsoil 1% very short, 
15% short, 81% adequate, 3% surplus. Topsoil 1% very short, 17% 
short, 74% adequate, 8% surplus. Rainfall coupled with above normal 
temperatures last week promoted rapid crop growth over much of the 
State. Unofficial rainfall in east central, southeastern counties averaged 
over three inches. However, thunderstorms also brought hail, high 
winds to western, south central, southeastern parts of the State. 
Storms caused varying degrees of crop damage ranging from minor 
damage to total crop loss in some areas. Winter wheat 2% very poor, 
12% poor, 39% fair, 43% good, 4% excellent; 75% turning color, 69% 
1996, 79% avg.; 1% ripe, 3% 1996, 18% avg.; southern central part of 
the State expect test cutting to begin the first of July. Corn 2% poor, 
16% fair, 66% good, 16% excellent; corn borer moths continued to be 
reported across the State. Soybeans 2% poor, 21% fair, 66% good, 
11% excellent. Sorghum 5% poor, 29% fair, 56% good, 10% excellent. 
Dry bean 100% planted, 100% 1996, 100% avg.; 95% emerged, 95% 
1996, 95% avg. Alfalfa 2% very poor, 13% poor, 33% fair, 43% good, 
9% excellent, 34% 1st cutting, 94% 1996, 96% avg. Wild hay 1% very 
poor, 9% poor, 32% fair, 49% good, 9% excellent. Pasture feed, range 
1% very poor, 12% poor, 24% fair, 60% good, 3% excellent. Other 
activities: Cultivating row crops, applying chemicals, irrigation 
preparation, moving grain to market, routine chores. 





NEVADA: __Irrigation water supplies remained adequate statewide. 
Haying very active. Alfalfa 1st cutting 75% complete compared with 
80% 1996, 80% avg. Second cutting was getting underway in Lahontan 
Valley. Third cutting was underway extreme south. Heading of fall 
seeded grains neared completion. Heading advanced in spring seeded 
grains. Wheat fair to excellent, mostly good. Barley fair to good. Corn 
condition good. Onions good to excellent. Most garlic good to excellent. 
Potatoes good. Main farm, ranch activities: Alfalfa hay harvest, 
irrigating, spraying. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork: 6.4. Topsoil 8% very 
short, 31% short, 57% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 
27% short, 66% adequate, 5% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 9% excellent. Massachusetts potatoes 100% 
planted, 100% 1996, 100% avg.; 100% emerged; condition good. Rhode 
Island potatoes 100% planted, 100% 1996, 100% avg.; 100% emerged; 
condition good to excellent. Maine potatoes 100% planted, 100% 1996, 
100% avg.; 85% emerged; condition good. Field corn 99% planted, 
99% 1996, 100% avg.; 95% emerged; condition good. Sweet corn 95% 
planted, 95% 1996, 95% avg.; 90% emerged; condition good to fair. 
Oats in Maine 100% planted, 100% 1996, 99% avg.; 95% emerged; 
condition good. Barley in Maine 100% planted, 100% 1996, 95% 
emerged; condition good. Shade tobacco 100% planted, 100% 1996, 
100% avg.; condition good. Broadleaf tobacco 90% planted, 90% 1996, 
95% avg.; condition good. ist cut hay 70% harvested, 50% 1996, 70% 
avg.; condition good to fair. 2nd cut hay: <5% planted, 0% 1996, <5% 
avg.; condition excellent to good. Cranberries fruit set average; 
condition good. Highbush blueberries fruit set average to above average; 
fruit size average to below average; condition good. Wild blueberries fruit 
set above average; condition good. Strawberries 25% harvested; fruit 
set average; fruit size average to below average; condition good. Pears 
fruit set average; fruit size average; condition good. Apples fruit set 
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average to above average; fruit size average; condition good to excellent. 
Peaches fruit set average to below average; fruit size average to below 
average; condition good to fair. Many farmers finished their first cutting 
of hay last week, reported lower than normal yields. Many spring 
vegetables were harvested, successive plantings took place. Field, fruit 
crops enjoyed a warm week, very good for growth, pollination, although 
the lack of rain had farmers running irrigation systems throughout the 
week. The hot weather has dried out many areas, rain is now needed to 
maintain quality of crops. Major farm activities: Harvesting strawberries, 
lettuce, spinach, rhubarb, asparagus, peas; sidedressing corn; 
spreading manure on cut fields; spraying for weed control; irrigating. 


NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Topsoil short to 
adequate. Farmers are busy implementing pest control measures, 
irrigating, planting, harvesting. Late summer vegetables are being 
planted after the spring crop has been harvested. Harvesting of lettuce 
(all types), spinach, leeks, herbs, parsley, turnips, endive, escarole, 
beets, cabbage (all types), peas, kale, pickles, cucumbers, fava beans, 
squash and swiss chard. Light harvest of tomatoes reported in some 
areas. Early planted field corn about 12 to 18 inches in height. Cutting, 
baling of, hay continues. Wheat, barley are brown with some harvesting 
of wheat, barley reported. Pastures reported in fair to good condition. 
Blueberries continue to size well with some harvest of the early varieties 
(blue variety) occurring. Peaches, apples also sizing well. Harvesting 
of strawberries is nearly complete. 








NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 2% very 
short, 24% short, 73% adequate, 1% surplus. Planting of sorghum 
nearing completion with 97% of the crop in the ground, 85% 1996, 87% 
avg. Rainfall covered most of the State last week causing delays to the 
hay harvest. Second cutting of alfalfa was 75% complete, third cutting 
continued with 21% completed. Alfalfa 6% poor, 19% fair, 66% good, 
9% excellent. Wheat harvest was slowed by last week’s precipitation, 
advanced to 36% complete, 76% 1996, 65% avg. Wheat 4% poor, 
15% fair, 72% good, 9% excellent. After a slow start warm weather is 
helping the cotton crop mature. Cotton 10% poor, 26% fair, 52% good, 
12% excellent; 68% squaring, 77% 1996, 50% avg. Onion harvest 
reached 44% complete, 51% 1996; 7% fair, 55% good, 38% excellent. 
Chile pod set 84% avg.; 9% poor, 21% fair, 52% good, 18% excellent. 
Corn condition improved to 10% fair, 75% good, 15% excellent. Cattle, 
sheep continued to be in mostly good condition. Range, pasture feed 
conditions remained steady at 2% very poor, 4% poor, 31% fair, 58% 
good, 5% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 53% 
short, 38% adequate, 9% surplus. Corn 98% planted, 98% 1996, 100% 
avg. Hay harvest in full swing. Alfalfa 81% cut, 85% 1996, 79% avg. 
Clover -timothy 68% cut, 65% 1996, 65% avg. Grass silage is 84% cut, 
74% 1996, 83% avg. Hay 13% poor, 40% fair, 47% good. Soybeans 
93% planted. Vegetable planting is nearly complete, with crops in good 
condition. Rain is needed in the Eastern part of the State, where weed 
control is becoming ineffective. Apples are sizing up in those areas 
which received rainfall. The peach crop was reported in excellent 
condition, except for some northern areas that had earlier frost damage. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days were suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Normal hot 
summer temperatures continued this week. Summer weather pattern 
causes many localized weather conditions. Some areas need more rain 
while others have too much. Most farmers were able to work the fields 
all week, except for the occasional thunderstorm. Soil moisture 18% 
very short, 37% short, 39% adequate, 6% surplus. Activities included: 
Planting sorghum, soybeans, sweet potatoes, Burley tobacco; fertilizer, 
herbicide applications on corn; harvesting small grains, Irish potatoes, 
peaches; cutting hay; maintaining pastures; tending livestock; repairing 
equipment; general farm maintenance. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Widely spread rain 
showers, above normal temperatures helped to improve late season 
crop conditions. Topsoil moderately replenished, but continue to be 
much drier than last year and average. Topsoil 13% very short, 31% 
short, 52% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 24% short, 
64% adequate, 6% surplus. Small grain development was ahead of last 
year, but slightly behind average. Durum wheat 61% jointing and 





beyond, 36% boot and beyond, 11% heading and beyond; 39%, 14%, 
4% 1996; 62%, 30%, 10% avg. Late season crops: canola 98% 
emerged and , 63% rosette, beyond, 17% blooming and beyond; 
100%, 71%, 13% 1996; dry edible beans 2% blooming and beyond, 0% 
1996, 1% avg.; flaxseed 8% blooming and beyond; 2% 1996; 3% avg.; 
potatoes 100% emerged and beyond, 2% blooming and beyond; 100%, 
2% 1996; 99%, 6% avg.; soybeans 0% blooming and beyond; 0% 1996; 
1% avg.; sunflower 100% emerged and beyond; 99% 1996; 98% avg. 
Small grain conditions deteriorated during the week, while soybeans, 
corn, dry edible beans, sugar beet conditions slightly improved. 
Emerged crop condition: durum 9% very poor, 30% poor, 35% fair, 25% 
good, 1% excellent; canola 12% very poor, 25% poor, 30% fair, 30% 
good, 3% excellent; corn 9% poor, 17% fair, 60% good, 14% excellent; 
dry edible beans 3% poor, 27% fair, 64% good, 6% excellent; flaxseed 
5% very poor, 18% poor, 40% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent; potatoes 
11% poor, 24% fair, 63% good, 2% excellent; soybeans 2% poor, 18% 
fair, 61% good, 19% excellent; sugar beets 4% poor, 22% fair, 71% 
good, 3% excellent; sunflower 1% very poor, 9% poor, 26% fair, 55% 
good, 9% excellent. Pasture feed 14% very poor, 41% poor, 32% fair, 
11% good, 2% excellent. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 1% very short, 11% 
short, 78% adequate, 10% surplus. Corn development stage at 5 to 6 
leaves. Growers have planted nearly all of their soybeans. Soybeans 
95% emerged, 70% 1996, 91% avg. Soybean emergence above 95% 
west central, central, southwestern districts. About 1% of the soybean 
plants are blooming. Oats headed increased 34 points from the 
previous week, 4 days ahead of last year. Winter wheat 60% turning 
color, 59% 1996, 79% avg.; 1% ripe. Alfalfa hay ist cutting 89%, 77% 
1996, 93% avg. Alfalfa hay 2nd cutting 5% , 4% 1996, 15% avg. Other 
hay 1st cutting 78%, 62% 1996, 85% avg. Other hay 2nd cutting 2%, 
4% 1996, 7% avg. Strawberries 65% harvested, 67% 1996, 79% avg. 
Activities included: Cultivating; applying nitrogen, anhydrous ammonia; 
spraying herbicides, pesticides; mowing ditches; baling, green chopping 
hay; scouting; some replanting, planting; preparing equipment for 
harvest. In the southern part of the State, some growers were 
harvesting cabbage, squash. Some farmers were setting tobacco 
plants. Main weed problems were Canadian thistles, foxtail, morning 
glory, common lambsquarter, ragweed. In the southern part of the 
State, European corn borers were laying eggs on the sweet corn. In the 
Northwestem district, one reporter indicated a 10 to 63% European corn 
borer infestation. Other reported pests were potato leaf hopper on 
alfalfa, flea beetle. Reported diseases were early blight found on 
tomatoes, brown spots found on tobacco. Crop conditions are still 
showing signs of improvement over the previous week's conditions. In 
the northwestern district, some winter wheat was reported down due to 
heavy winds, rain. Washington county’s sweet corn should be ready by 
the 4th of July. Pasture, grass conditions were reported overgrown due 
to the moisture levels. There was also a report of wet, soft spots in low 
lying areas. Hay 1% very poor, 5% poor, 30% fair, 53% good, 11% 
excellent. Livestock 1% very poor, 2% poor, 21% fair, 58% good, 18% 
excellent. Fly activities around the livestock are increasing. The high 
heat has reduced feed consumption. One reporter said there were 
several reports of sick cattle on feed lots this last week. 





OKLAHOMA: __sDays suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil moisture 9% 
short, 78% adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil moisture 6% short, 87% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Scattered showers interferred with wheat 
harvest. Wheat 19% plowed, 60% 1996, 38% avg.; oats 46% 
harvested, 98% 1996, 59% avg.; 12% plowed, 57% 1996, 26% avg.; 
com 10% tasseling, 69% 1996, 35% avg.; 2% milk-to-soft, 11% 1996, 
8% avg.; sorghum 57% up-to-stand, 72% 1996, 75% avg.; Soybeans 
88% planted, 97% 1996, 75% avg.; 71% up-to-stand, 87% 1996, 62% 
avg.; 3% flowering, 14% 1996, 7% avg.; Peanuts 99% planted, 98% 
1996, 95% avg.; 96% up-to-stand, 93% 1996, 86% avg.; cotton 99% 
up-to-stand, 97% 1996, 89% avg.; alfalfa hay 62% 2nd cutting, 72% 
1996, 64% avg.; 9% 3rd cutting, 14% 1996, 9% avg.; all other hay 64% 
1st cutting, 57% 1996, 74% avg.; watermelons 99% running, 99% 1996, 
81% avg.; 79% set fruit, n/a 1996, n/a avg.; livestock 2% poor, 16% fair, 
74% good, 8% excellent. Fed cattle prices down $1.00. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 1% very short, 
13% short, 86% adequate. Subsoil 14% short, 86% adequate. Winter 
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wheat 3% poor, 9% fair, 58% good, 30% excellent; 100% headed, 99% 
1996, 100% avg. Activities: Western areas grass seed being swathed 
and haying continued weather permitted. Grain crops turning color and 
mint in bloom. Eastem areas working fallow fields and haying underway. 
Mint being harvested in northeast. Recent rains reduced irrigation 
requirements for nurseries. Potted plant movement increased. 
Christmas tree spraying for insects underway. South coast Easter lily 
growers liming field in preparation for planting. Willamette Valley: 
processing crops growing vigorously, sweet corn knee high and first 
planting green beans blooming. Cauliflower planting continued and 
carrots, beets, green beans and zucchini for fresh market being 
harvested. Strawberry harvest continued, raspberry and early blackberry 
harvest underway. Tart cherry harvest completed, sweet cherry harvest 
continued with some splitting. Klamath Basin potatoes fiowering. 
Northeast chipper harvest started. Sweet cherry harvest winding down 
in Mid-Columbia. Livestock mostly good to excellent. Cattle turn out 
continued in high elevation rangelands. Recent rains improved western 
pastures. Irrigation to pastures continued in southwest and east. Cool 
nights slowed grass development in southeast. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Good week for fieldwork. Days suitable for 
fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 7% very short, 30% short, 60% adequate, 
3% surplus. Corn height 17 in., 22 in. 1996, 18 in. avg.; 7% poor, 30% 
fair, 53% good, 10% excellent. Tobacco transplanted 93% complete, 
95% 1996, 96% avg. Soybeans planted 97% complete, 89% 1996, 
92% avg.; 4% poor, 22% fair, 60% good, 14% excellent. Barley 94% 
turning yellow, 94% 1996, 80% avg.; 67% ripe, 70% 1996, 52% avg.; 
35% harvested, 40% in 1996, 28% avg. Wheat 65% turning yellow, 
74% 1996, 59% avg.; 23% fair, 60% good, 17% excellent. Oats 65% 
heading or headed, 71% 1996, 41% avg.; 10% turning yellow, 18% 
1996, 9% avg.; 5% poor, 30% fair, 50% good, 15% excellent. Alfalfa 1st 
cutting 83% complete, 81% 1996, 86% avg.; 2nd cutting 20% complete, 
27% 1996, 19% avg. Timothy clover 1st cutting 62% complete, 57% 
1996, 68% avg. Quality of hay made 4% poor, 17% fair, 50% good, 
29% excellent. Peach 5% very poor, 20% poor, 25% fair, 50% good. 
Apple 10% poor, 25% fair, 65% good. Activities: Finishing soybean 
planting; harvesting small grains; making hay and haylage; spraying; 
fixing fences; hauling manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Soil moisture 2% very short, 15% short, 77% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Barley 95% harvested, 94% 1996, 84% avg.; 
10% fair, 75% good, 15% excellent. Cantaloupes 22% poor, 39% fair, 
37% good, 2% excellent. Corn 83% silked, 87% 1996, 79% avg.; 42% 
doughed, 36% 1996, 32% avg.; 2% poor, 15% fair, 63% good, 20% 
excellent. Cucumbers 61% harvested, 70% 1996, 68% avg.; 4% poor, 
43% fair, 48% good, 5% excellent. Oats 99% ripe, 100% 1996, 98% 
avg.; 97% harvested, 97% 1996, 90% avg.; 18% fair, 76% good, 6% 
excellent. Peaches 38% harvested, 30% 1996, 28% avg.; 1% very 
poor, 1% poor, 38% fair, 52% good, 8% excellent. Rye 97% harvested, 
94% 1996, 82% avg.; 1% poor, 6% fair, 37% good, 56% excellent. 
Snap Beans 100% planted, 100% 1996, 97% avg.; 50% harvested, 38% 
1996, 35% avg.; 10% fair, 80% good, 10% excellent. Sorghum 86% 
planted, 89% 1996, 76% avg.; 4% fair, 76% good, 20% excellent. 
Soybeans 90% planted, 88% 1996, 84% avg.; 19% fair, 68% good, 13% 
excellent. Sweet potatoes 100% planted, 100% 1996, 85% avg.; 27% 
fair, 73% good. Tobacco 51% topped, 51% 1996, 55% avg.; 1% poor, 
17% fair, 74% good, 8% excellent. Tomatoes 21% fair, 66% good, 13% 
excellent. Watermelons 38% harvested, 41% 1996, 40% avg; 3% poor, 
30% fair, 73% good. Winter wheat 90% ripe, 100% 1996, 99% avg.; 
80% harvested, 95% 1996, 90% avg.; 1% poor, 11% fair, 73% good, 
15% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 3% very 
short, 24% short, 65% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 
4% short, 75% adequate, 20% surplus.Winter wheat 96% boot, 94% 
headed, 10% turning color. Spring wheat 75% boot, 38% headed. 
Winter rye 93% headed, 20% turning color; 8% very poor, 4% poor, 
38% fair, 40% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa hay 2% very poor, 6% poor, 
27% fair, 47% good, 18% excellent. Flax 1% very poor, 42% fair, 52% 
good, 5% excellent. Sorghum 7% poor, 37% fair, 44% good, 12% 
excellent. Sunflowers 2% very poor, 6% poor, 24% fair, 48% vod, 20% 
excellent; 94% planted. Flax 100% emerged. Livestock 1% poor, 7% 
fair, 70% good, 22% excellent. Feed supplies 1% very short, 10% 





short, 78% adequate, 11% surplus. Stockwater supplies 1% short, 71% 
adequate, 28% surplus. 


TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 71% adequate, 
29% surplus. Subsoil 71% adequate, 29% surplus. Farmers finally 
had enough good weather to get some fieldwork done. Although 
progress and development of crops are not up to the average pace, 
farmers were pleased to get into fields and make some progress. Corn 
2% very poor, 6% poor, 25% fair, 50% good, 17% excellent; 11% 
tasseled, 51% 1996, 38% avg. Tobacco 2% very poor, 13% poor, 40% 
fair, 43% good, 2% excellent; 82% transplanted, 96% 1996, 99% avg. 
Wheat 96% ripe, 99% 1996, 99% avg.; 51% harvested, 82% 1996, 81% 
avg. Sorghum 2% poor, 34% fair, 60% good, 4% excellent; 92% 
planted, 100% 1996, 100% avg. Pasture 2% poor, 20% fair, 59% good, 
19% excellent. Alfalfa hay 1% very poor, 4% poor, 26% fair, 56% good, 
13% excellent; 94% first cutting, 100% 1996, 100% avg. Other hay 3% 
very poor, 8% poor, 35% fair, 46% good, 8% excellent. Tobacco 
disease 17% none, 37% light, 41% moderate, 5% severe. Tobacco 
transplant supplies 13% very short, 37% short, 49% adequate, 1% 
surplus. 








TEXAS: Early-week rains slowed fieldwork, but by midweek open, 
warmer conditions returned to most areas. Very heavy rains across 
portions of the Hill Country caused flood damage. The return to warmer 
conditions aided growth and crop maturation in most areas. Some 
replanting occurred in parts of the North Central area due to high winds 
and recent heavy rains. Haying activity continued to increase, but much 
of the hay was rained on before it was baled. Livestock conditions 
remained very good across the State, with good weight gains reported 
for cattle and sheep. Small Grains: Harvest was underway in High 
Plains as fields dried. Early yield indications were good. Some fields 
remained for harvest in the north and central areas, where wet fields 
delayed final harvest operations. Corn fields in most areas continued to 
make good progress. Producers irrigated their fields in the High Plains, 
many for first time. Some corn borer activity was experienced. Fields 
were rapidly moving into the dough stage in the central areas. More 
fields in Coastal Bend moved into the dent stage as were early-planted 
fields along the Upper Coast. Harvest was getting underway in few 
fields in the Valley area’ However, scattered rain slowed progress. 
Crop progress was 28% doughing, compared with 44% in 1996 and the 
42% avg.; and 7% dented, compared with 19% in 1996 and the 18% 
avg. Cotton fields in the Plains benefited from rain in the early week. 
However, isolated heavy amounts along with high winds caused damage 
to young fields. Some replanting was necessary. Fields improved in the 
central areas, with some spraying completed. Bolis were setting in 
many central and coastal areas. Fields were catching up to normal 
progress in many Upper Coast fields. Crop progress was 8% setting 
bolls, compared with 15% in 1996 and 14% avg. Grain Sorghum: A 
few late fields were planted in parts of the Low Plains. Growth was good 
in most fields throughout the State. Midge shown up in many fields, and 
spraying occurred. Fields were beginning to turn color in parts of the 
Central area. Harvest should begin soon in the Coastal Bend area as 
conditions allow. Harvest is underway in a few fields in the Valley area 
However, early-week rains slowed progress, which was 41% headed, 
compared with 53% in 1996 and the 57% avg.; 18% was turning color, 
compared with 31% in 1996 and the 34% avg.; and 2% was mature, 
compared with 15% in 1996 and the 14% avg. Peanuts needed more 
hot, dry weather in the Plains for continued progress. Some fields were 
damaged by high water in the Hill Country, otherwise progress was good 
on the other fields. Planting was delayed in the southern areas by early- 
week rain. Progress in the early fields was good. Rice fields were 
showing good progress along the Upper Coast. Some sheath blight 
showned up in scattered fields. Soybeans planting occurred in the late- 
week in the High Plains. Early-planted fields made good progress. 
Some late planting also occurred along the Upper Coast. An excellent 
pod set was occurring. Sugarbeet fields continued to make good 
progress. 

Commercial Vegetables: In the Rio Grande Valley, scattered rains 
slowed harvest for many vegetables in the week. San Antonio-Winter 
Garden, harvest of watermelons increased by midweek. Onion harvest 
was winding down. In the High Plains, progress was good for most 
vegetables. in the east, most sweetpotatoes were planted. Wet, humid 
conditions increased disease problems for some vegetables. In the 
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Trans-Pecos, progress was good for most vegetables. However, some 
disease problems showed up. Peaches: Harvest continued for many 
varieties, with brown rot still causing problems. Pecans: Second 
generation casebearers continued to populate in many groves. 
However, numbers seem lower than normal. Producers in most areas 
continued to report heavy sets. Moisture was the critical factor to hold 
the crop as summer goes on. Current moisture conditions were good 
in most areas. 

Bange and Livestock: Haying activity continued, with some producers 
reporting that hay was getting wet before baling. Yields have been very 
good in most areas. Livestock conditions remained good across the 
State, with flies being the major problem. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 25% short, 73% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 15% short, 71% adequate, 14% surplus. 
Pasture feed, range 2% poor, 7% fair, 77% good, 14% excellent. 
Irrigation water supplies 75% adequate, 25% surplus. Stockwater 82% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Spring wheat heading or better 86%, 85% 
1996, 83% avg. Barley heading or better 85%, 90% 1996, 85% avg. 
Oats heading or better 40%, 45% 1996, 49% avg. Corn height 21 in., 
21 in. 1996, 19 in. avg. Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 89%, 92% 1996, 91% 
avg. Other hay cutting 38%, 25% 1996, 35% avg. Sweet cherries 
picked 10%, 11% 1996. Major farm, ranch activities were: Hay cutting, 
irrigating, picking sweet cherries. 





VIRGINIA Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 20% very short, 
40% short, 40% adequate. Subsoil 15% very short, 40% short, 45% 
adequate. Corn 3% very poor, 27% poor, 39% fair, 29% good, 2% 
excellent. Soybeans 62% planted, 59% 1996, 67% avg. Cotton 4% 
very poor, 17% poor, 57% fair, 22% good. Winter wheat 40% 
harvested, 31% 1996, 36% avg.; 2% very poor, 6% poor, 38% fair, 49% 
good, 5% excellent. Barley 75% harvested, 68% 1996, 80% avg.; 4% 
poor, 31% fair, 55% good, 10% excellent. Apples 5% very poor, 15% 
poor, 30% fair, 45% good, 5% excellent. Peaches 25% very poor, 35% 
poor, 20% fair, 20% good. Flue tobacco 7% poor, 40% fair, 45% good, 
8% excellent. Burley tobacco transplanted 97%, 98% 1996, 96% avg.; 
5% very poor, 15% poor, 40% fair, 40% good. Dark fire cured tobacco 
3% poor, 43% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent. Peanuts pegged 6%, 9% 
1996; 50% fair, 50% good. Summer potatoes harvested 2%, 9% 1996, 
4% avg.; 7% very poor, 30% poor, 33% fair, 30% good. Pasture feed 
7% very poor, 22% poor, 38% fair, 29% good, 4% excellent. Alfalfa 9% 
poor, 36% fair, 51% good, 4% excellent. Other hay 17% poor, 48% fair, 
32% good, 3% excellent. Crops previously stressed, behind schedule 
due to cool spring faced temperatures in mid-nineties early part of 
week. High temperatures coupled with already dry conditions caused 
Crops to suffer. Variable, scattered showers moving ahead of cool front 
brought much needed relief to some areas 26th evening. In some 
areas, these were first showers received in almost a month. Some 
producers were waiting on showers to plant double crop soybeans. 
Wheat harvest continues, yields varying from fair to record highs. 
Cotton, corn producers applying insecticides, side dressing crops with 
fertilizer. Harvest of vegetable crops continues. Land plaster being 
applied to peanut acreage. Flue, burley tobacco producers continue to 
monitor, treat crops for blue mold. Tobacco being sprayed, cultivated, 
layed by. Other activities include maintaining irrigation equipment, 
baling wheat straw, harvesting hay. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 5% short, 
80% adequate, 15% surplus; subsoil 2% short, 96% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Winter wheat 99% headed, 99% 1996, 100% avg. Winter 
wheat dryland 5% fair, 80% good, 15% excellent; irrigated 80% good, 
20% excellent. Spring wheat, dryland 5% fair, 80% good, 15% 
excellent; i 93% good, 7% excellent. Barley dryland, 10% fair, 
80% good and 10% excellent; irrigated 98% good, 2% excellent. Corn 
100% good. Spring, winter grains reported to have excellent potential. 





Weather conditions have been ideal for grain fill, 

spring grain crops need warm weather to hasten development which is 
as much as three weeks behind normal. Dry beans 100% planted, 100% 
1996, 100% avg. Potatoes 2% fair, 98% good. Early planted potatoes 
were in bloom stage and a few areas reported early harvest beginning. 
Hay, other roughage 2% very short, 20% short, 74% adequate, 4% 
surplus Alfalfa hay cutting progressed rapidly as weather permitted, but 
remained 2 weeks behind normal. Alfalfa weevils were a problem due 
to late cutting. A large percentage of the timothy hay had been rained 
on, decreasing quality. Range, pasture feed 5% poor, 20% fair, 65% 
good and 10% excellent. Greenchop and silage harvest continued. 
Range, pasture growth was excellent across the State. Some land is 
Still flooded in the northeast. Strawberry harvest wound down, raspberry 
harvest continued in western areas. Irrigation was limited because of 
wet conditions. Severe hail hit eastern areas 28th causing an estimated 
$35 million-45 million damage to orchards. Cherry growers reported 
excellent potential for a large, high quality cherry crop. Green pea 
harvest continued, asparagus harvest was complete. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 1% very 
short, 12% short, 87% adequate. Corn 9% poor, 35% fair, 55% good, 
1% excellent; corn planting virtually complete. Hay 5% poor, 33% fair, 
57% good, 5% excellent; ist cutting of hay 70%, 65% 1996, 75% avg.; 
2nd cutting 1%, 1% 1996. Producers took advantage of mostly open 
weather, were busy making hay. Oats 10% poor, 44% fair, 45% good, 
1% excellent, 78% headed, 58% 1996. Soybeans 47% fair, 53% good; 
95% planted, 90% 1996, 91% avg. Tobacco 4% poor, 15% fair, 78% 
good, 3% excellent; transplanted 97%, 99% 1996, 99% avg. Wheat 1% 
poor, 66% fair, 33% good; 5% harvested, 1% 1996. Apple 56% fair, 
37% good, 7% excellent. Peach 16% poor, 84% fair. Cattle 15% fair, 
78% good, 7% excellent. Sheep 8% fair, 87% good, 5% excellent. 
Activities: Planting soybeans, transplanting tobacco, making hay, 
harvesting wheat, general maintenance. 


WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork: 4.5. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 13% short, 75% adequate, 9% surplus. Rainfall in the past two 
weeks helped make up for the lack of moisture early in the season. 
Soybeans 3% poor, 18% fair, 63% good, 16% excellent. Cranberries 
coming into bloom and ahead of seasonal averages according to Wood 
County reporters. Insect pressure evident in many crops, as well as 
pressure from deer, sandhill cranes, turkeys an Outagamie County 
reporter said. First crop hay harvest nearing end at 85% finished. 
Difficulties drying hay due to showers, humidity, but second crop off to 
@ good start with the recent rains. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 7% poor, 
23% fair, 61% good, and 8% excellent. Winter wheat 1% poor, 10% 
fair, 63% good, 26% excellent. 








WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 2% very short, 
20% short, 76% adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat 51% turning color, 
42% 1996, 30% avg.; 8% fair, 67% good, 25% excellent. Barley 69% 
headed, 58% 1996, 59% avg.; 3% turning color, 2% 1996, 7% avg.; 
15% fair, 84% good, 1% excellent. Oats 73% boot, 76% 1996, 68% 
avg.; 31% headed, 35% 1996, 32% avg.; 2% turning color, 6% 1996, 
3% avg.; 8% fair, 91% good, 1% excellent. Spring wheat 47% headed, 
39% 1996, 39% avg.; 6% turning color, 4% 1996, 6% avg.; 9% fair, 
78% good, 13% excellent. Sugar beets 96% thinned, 91% 1996, 88% 
avg.; 1% fair, 81% good, 18% excellent. Corn average height in inches 
23, 16in. 1996; 5% fair, 43% good, 52% excellent. Dry beans 100% 
emerged, 93% 1996, 89% avg.; 1% fair, 84% good, 15% excellent. 
Alfalfa 41% 1st cutting complete, 44% 1996, 42% avg. Other hay 
acreage harvested 14% complete,14% 1996, 15% avg. Stock water 
supplies 1% short, 94% adequate, 5% surplus. Range, pasture feed 
2% poor, 4% fair, 81% good, 13% excellent. Livestock are in mostly 
good condition. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary | 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Weather conditions continued to be favorable for 
crop growth and development throughout the region. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Significant showers in eastern Kazakstan and 
adjacent areas in Russia improved moisture conditions for spring 
grains nearing the heading stage. 


EUROPE: Unseasonably cold, wet weather persisted in the 
northwest, slowing crop development and likely causing some lodging 
of winter grains. 


AUSTRALIA: Beneficial rain covered winter grain areas of New 
South Wales, but the remainder of the southeast stayed prohibitively 


dry. 


CANADA: As Alberta’s northern crops remained unfavorably wet, 
pockets of unfavorable dryness returned to the southern Prairies. 


SOUTH ASIA: Rain in central and eastern India improved groundnut 
and rice prospects, but heat and dryness persisted in southern 
locations. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers benefited rice across eastern 
Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines, but more rain is needed in 
central Thailand. 


EASTERN ASIA: Cooler weather eased heat stress across the North 
China Plain. 

SOUTH AMERICA: Cool, mostly dry weather prevailed across 
central Argentina, and showers benefited Brazilian winter wheat. 


MEXICO: Widespread showers benefited corn as the rainy season 
finally began. 








FSU-WESTERN 














Growing conditions continued favorable for crops throughout the 
region. Crop progress for winter grains likely ranged from maturing 
in southern Ukraine and southern Russia to filling over the remainder 
of the region. Spring grains were likely filling in the southern half of 
Ukraine and southern Russia, and in or nearing reproduction over 
northern Ukraine, northern Russia, and Belarus. Summer crops (corn, 
sunflowers, and sugar beets) were likely in the vegetative stage. In 
most of Ukraine, precipitation amounts generally ranged from 10 to 50 
mm, with scattered amounts in excess of 50 mm. Mostly dry weather 
in extreme southern Ukraine benefited winter grain maturation and 
early harvest activities. In Russia, widespread showers (10-50 mm, 
with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) benefited crops in the 
Northwest Region, Central Region, and the Central Black Soils 
Region. Although unseasonably warm, dry weather prevailed over the 
middle Volga Valley and the southern portion of the Volga Vyatsk 
region, soil moisture reserves were adequate to sustain normal crop 
development. Elsewhere, mild weather and generous rains (13-57 
mm) in Belarus and the Baltics benefited winter and spring grains. 
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FSU-NEW LANDS 





In Russia, light showers in the Urals and the western two-thirds of 
Western Siberia maintained favorable moisture conditions for spring 
grains in the jointing stage. Locally heavy rain (25-83 mm) in the Altay 
Kray region of Western Siberia boosted soil moisture reserves, lowered 
by previous hot, dry weather. In Kazakstan, light showers (5-22 mm) 
were accompanied by a warming trend. Locally heavy rain (more than 
50 mm) in eastern Kazakstan boosted soil moisture reserves. Extreme 
maximum temperatures in Kazakstan ranged from 30 to 35 degrees C. 
Timely rain and mild weather will be needed in upcoming weeks in 
Kazakstan and Russia to ensure favorable yield prospects for spring 
grains nearing the heading stage. 
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EUROPE 


Rainfall increased (25-60 mm, with local amounts in excess of 75 
mm) in England, France, and Germany, maintaining abundant 
moisture for winter grains and spring-sown crops. However, the wet 
weather has persisted for the past 3 weeks, increasing the potential for 
some crop lodging, especially for winter grains in more advanced 
stages of development. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 6 degrees 
C below normal in these areas, slowing crop development. Farther 
east, light showers (10-25 mm, with scattered amounts in excess of 25 
mm) and near-normal temperatures in Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, and Hungary provided nearly ideal growing conditions for 
winter grains likely in the filling stage and summer crops in the 
vegetative stage. In southeastern Europe, strong storms boosted soil 
moisture in Romania and Bulgaria but may have caused some lodging 
in maturing winter grains. Rainfall in these areas ranged from 10 to 
25 mm, with locally higher amounts in excess of 50 mm. Seasonably 
dry weather prevailed over Mediterranean crop areas, aiding harvest 
activities. Hot weather (maximum temperatures ranging from 35 to 38 
degrees C) continued to promote cotton development in Greece but 
increased irrigation requirements. 























CANADA 


Widespread showers (21-36 mm) kept spring grains and oilseeds 
unfavorably wet across Alberta’s northern crop areas. Farther south, 
scattered showers (5-15 mm), accompanied by cooler-than-normal 
weather, broke a short dry spell in southern Alberta and adjacent 
sections of Saskatchewan. Moderate rain (10-25 mm) continued over 
Manitoba, but mostly dry weather covered a broad section of 
southeastern Saskatchewan. Near- to above-normal temperatures 
exacerbated topsoil drying. Many spring crop areas across the 
southern Prairies need additional rain for reproduction, which will 
likely occur from now until mid-July. In eastern Canada, warmer, 
drier weather aided crop development. 











MEXICO 


Widespread, moderate showers (20-50 mm) covered the main corn 
belt, favoring vegetative corn. This moisture finally signaled the start 
of the rainy season across south-central Mexico. Heavier showers (70- 
150 mm) fell across east-central Mexico, boosting moisture supplies 
for corn and sugarcane, but causing some local flooding. Seasonable 
showers (25-75 mm) prevailed across syuthern Mexico and Yucatan 
peninsula. Light rain (S-20 mm) continued to favor pastures across 
north-central Mexico. Temperatures averaged near normal across the 
main corn belt and 1 to 2 degrees C below normal across the 
northeast. 
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Beneficial rain (S-25 mm) covered most 
winter wheat areas of New South Wales. 
However, only light rain (S mm or less) 
fell from southernmost crop areas of 
New South Wales westward to South 
Australia. Mostly dry weather also 
continued in the winter grain belts of 
Western Australia and Queensland. 
Winter (June, July, and August) is the 
wettest time of year across southern 
Australia, and there is growing concern 
that the strengthening El Nifio may 
extend the current dry spell into spring. 
While this scenario increases the 
likelihood of significant declines in 
yield potential, the timing of any rainfall 
received between now and harvest will 
have the greatest impact on overall 
production. Under present conditions, 
July rainfall will be critical not only for 
crop establishment but for the 
completion of fieldwork locally stalled 
by dryness. In New Zealand, rainfall 
was light (25 mm or less) throughout the 
main agricultural areas. 





SOUTH AMERICA 








Mostly dry, cool weather prevailed 
across central Argentina, allowing wheat 
planting to progress, but slowing wheat 
germination. By week’s end, minimum 
temperatures ranged from 0 to -4 
degrees C across the region. Most areas 
have received sufficient moisture for 
wheat planting, except for southern 
Cordoba and southern Santa Fe. In 
southern Brazil, a slow-moving frontal 
system brought widespread beneficial 
rain (35-60 mm) to the main wheat areas 
of eastern Parana, Santa Catarina, and 
Rio Grande do Sul. Farther north, 
favorably warm, dry weather aided 
coffee and _ citrus harvesting. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C 
below normal across Argentina and 2 to 
4 degrees above normal across southern 
Brazil. 
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_  BASTERNASIA 
| Favorably cooler weather eased stress on summer crops 
$0 | across the North China Plain. By mid-week, maximum 
| temperatures ranged from 28 to 33 degrees C across the 
region. Light to moderate rain (5-20 mm) increased 
topsoil moisture but was still below normal for the end 
of June. However, on June 29, widespread rain (10-40 
mm) covered the southern portion of the North China 
| Plain, benefiting corn, soybeans, and cotton. In 
Manchuria, mostly dry weather prevailed across the 
| southern crop areas, which have been tending dry 
during the past 2 to 3 weeks. The northern areas 
received 10 to 40 mm, favoring summer crops. 
| Moderate to heavy showers (250-80 mm) continued to 
505 maintain favorable moisture supplies for early double- 
| crop rice across southern China. Heavier showers 
| (greater than 100 mm) likely caused some flooding 
across portions of Guangdong and Fujian. Rainfall in 
| the main crop areas of western North Korea has been 
slightly below-normal during the past few weeks. 
| Typhoon Peter hit southern Japan on June 28, with 
| sustained winds of 55 knots (63 mph). The storm then 
| traveled almost the entire length of the country before 
Total Precipitationfmm) | exiting across the eastern coast of northern Honshu. 
| time. Peter helped to produce widespread heavy rain 
(80-170 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 200 
mm) across Japan. Peter also contributed to widespread 
rain (50-150 mm) in South Korea, boosting irrigation 
supplies. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C 
above normal across most of China, the Korean 
Peninsula, and Japan. 
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| Below-normal rainfall (less than 25 mm) contin 
| across central Thailand, stressing rainfed corn and rice. 
| This region has received less than 30 percent of normal 
| rainfall during the past 4 weeks. Warm weather (2-3 
degrees C above normal) further stressed the crops in 
| this region. However, showers (50-130 mm) covered 
| eastern Thailand, benefiting rice. Widespread showers 
| (30-100 mm) aided rainfed rice and boosted irrigation 
| supplies across Vietnam and the Philippines. Moderate 
| showers (20-40 mm) brought some relief to oil palm in 
| eastern peninsular Thailand. In Indonesia, dry weather 
prevailed across Java and southern Sumatra, slowing 
| corn planting. Typically, second-crop rice is planted 
during July and August, and corn is planted from mid- 
June to August. 
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SOUTH ASIA 





Heavy rain (100-300 mm or greater) soaked 
primary crop areas in the western Indian state of 
Gujarat. While causing some localized flooding 
and possibly washing out recently planted crops 
such as cotton, the moisture was needed for 
groundnut planting. Seasonably heavy rain also 
fell along India’s west coast, but farther inland, 
moderate showers (25-50 mm or more) were 
patchy at best throughout India’s southern 
interior. In fact, hot, dry weather persisted over 
a large section of Andhra Pradesh, impeding 
summer crop planting. In central India, mostly 
dry weather favored soybean planting following 
last week’s rain. Farther east, heavy rain (S0- 
150 mm) covered a stretch of rainfed rice from 
eastern Madhya Pradesh to West Bengal, an area 
that monsoon rains had previously skipped. 
Generally beneficial showers fell elsewhere in 
primary rice areas of eastern India and 
Bangladesh. The monsoon, which has been 
making good northward progress, typically 
reaches northern India and Pakistan by mid-July. 
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The following is based on the El Nifio/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) advisory issued on June 26, 1997, by the Climate Prediction 


Center, National Centers for Environmental Prediction. 


Strong warm (El Nifio/Southern Oscillation) episode 
conditions have developed in the tropical Pacific. Sea surface 
temperature (SST) anomalies continued to increase during the 
first 3 weeks of June, accompanied by a further weakening of 
the low-level equatorial easterlies. During the first half of 
June, the easterly winds collapsed over the entire equatorial 
Pacific, and actual westerlies developed in the region. The 
only other time that this has happened in the last 30 years was 
in November 1982. 


Equatorial SST anomalies greater than +2°C now cover the 
entire Pacific east of 160° W, while anomalies generally exceed 
+3°C along and near the west coast of South America from 
southern Peru northward to Ecuador. The recent increase in 
SST anomalies in the east and east-central tropical Pacific is 
consistent with weaker-than-normal equatorial easterlies and 
the observed pattern of anomalous convection. 


The recent evolution to warm episode conditions is similar to 
that observed during early 1957 and early 1972. However, the 


recent SST anomalies near the South American coast exceed 
those observed in either 1957 or 1972. In fact, since 1950, 
only the 1982-83 warm episode featured SST anomalies 
greater than those presently observed. 


National Centers for Environmental Prediction statistical 
(CCA) and coupled model predictions issued in early June 
indicate that warm episode conditions will continue throughout 
the remainder of the year. Given the magnitude of the present 
SST anomalies, it is likely that typical warm episode 
temperature and precipitation anomalies found during past 
warm episodes should be observed during the next several 
months (see Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, May 13, 
1997). In particular, it is expected to be drier than normal over 
Indonesia and India, and wetter than normal over the central 
tropical Pacific. Also, a stronger-than-normal South Pacific jet 
stream should develop and extend farther east than normal. 
Thus, central Chile and central Argentina, Uruguay, and 
southern Brazil are likely to experience a wetter-than-normal 
winter. Many of these features are already being observed. 
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